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professes that man's sole object, in the practice of

all the various moralities, is his own individual

advantage. Now, in most cases of a special, and

more particularly of a virtuous affection, it can be

demonstrated, that the object is a something out of

himself and distinct from himself. Take cotnpas.

sion for one instance out of the many. The object

of this affection is the relief of ;uot !4r misery,

and, in the fulfilment of this, does the affection

meet with its full solace and gratification; that is,

in a something altogether external from himself.

It is true, that there is an appropriate pleasure in

the indulgence of this affection, even as there is in

the indulgence of every other; and in proportion,

too, to the strength of the affection, will be the

greatness of the pleasure. The man who is doubly

more compassionate than his fellow, will have

doubly a greater enjoyment in the relief of misery;

yet that, most assuredly, not because he of the two

is the more intently set on his own gratification,

but because he of the two is the more intently set on

an outward accomplishment, the relief of another's

wretchedness. The truth is, that, just because

more compassionate than his fellow, the more intent

is he than the other on the object of this affection,

and the less intent is he than the other on himself

the subject of this affection. His thoughts and

feelings are more drawn away to the sufferer, and

therefore more drawn awayfrom himself. He is

How is it that the utilitarians of our day make so little
account of Butler, whom nevertheless some of them profess to
idolize? The truth is, that the distinction which he has estab
lished between the object of an affection and its ccompiiyng
pleasure, strikes at the foundation of their system?

5


	LinkTextBox: http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1853-Chalmers-NatTheo/README.htm


