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we shall find it extremely difficult, if not iinpossiLe,

to break the succession between the thought which

suggests and the thought which is suggested by it.

Now Dr. Brown has conceived it necessary to

extend this principle to feelings as well as thoughts

-insomuch, that, if on a former occasion a certain

object have been followed up by a certain feeling,

or even if one feeling have been followed up by

another, then the thought of the object introduces

the feeling, or the one feeling introduces the other

feeling into the mind, on the same principle that

thought introduces thought. Now we should rather

be inclined to hold that thought introduces feeling,

not in consequence of the same law of suggestion

whereby thought introduces thought, but in virtue

of the direct power which lies in the abject of the

thought to excite that feeling'. When a voluptuous

object awakens a voluptuous feeling, this is not by

suggestion, but by a direct influence of its own.

When the picture of that voluptuous object awakens

the same voluptuous feeiir'g, we would not ascribe

it to suggestion, but still put it down to the power

of the object, whether presented or only represented,

to awaken certain emotions. And as little would

we ascribe the excitement of the feeling to sugges

lion, but still to the direct and original power of

the object-though it were pictured to us only in

thought, instead of being pictured to us in visible

imagery. In like manner, when the thought of

an injury awakens in us anger, even as the injury

itself did at the moment of its infliction, we should

not ascribe this to that peculiar law which is termed

the law of suggestion, and which undoubtedly
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