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voluptuousness, when they come into conflict with

the incumbent self-denial; or the suggestions of

anger, when they come into conflict with the incurn

bent act of magnanimity and forbearance-will at

length obtain, not a respite only, but a final

deliverance from their intrusion. Conscience, the

longer it has made way over the obstacles of

selfishness and passion-the less will it give way

to these adverse forces, themselves weakened by

the repeated defeats which they have sustained in

warfare of moral discipline: Or, in other words, the

oftener that conscience makes good the supremacy

which she claims-the greater would he the work of

violence, and less the strength for its accomplish

ment, to cast her down from that station of practical

guidance and command which of right belongs

to her. It is in great part because, in virtue

of the law of suggestion, those trains of thought

and feeling, which connect her first biddings with

their final execution, are the less exposed at every

ew instance to be disturbed, and the more likely

to be repeated over again, that every good principle
is more strengthened by its exercise, and every good

affection is more strengthened by its indulgence
than before. The acts of virtue ripen into habits;

and the goodly and permanent result is, the forma

tion or establishment of a virtuous character.

10. This then forms a distinct argument in the

mental constitution for the virtuous character of

Him who ordained it. The voice of authority
within, bidding us to virtue; and the immediate

delights attendant on obedience, certainly, speak

strongly for the moral character of that administraa
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