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of it. Had there been no death, the mystery of

our present state might have been somewhat

alleviated. We might then have seen, in bolder

relief and indelible character, the respective con

summations of vice and virtue-perhaps the world

partitioned into distinct moral territories, where the

habit of many centuries had given fixture and

establishment, first, to a society of the upright,

now in the firm possession of all goodness', as the

well-earned result of that wholesome discipline

through which they had passed; and, second, to a

society of the reprobate, now hardened in all

iniquity, and abandoned to the violence of evil

passions no longer to be controlled and never to be

eradicated. We might then have witnessed the

peace, the contentment, the universal confidence

and love, the melody of soul, that reigned in

the dwellings of the righteous; and contrasted

these with the disquietudes, the strifes, the fell

and fierce collisions of injustice and mutual disdain

and hate implacable, the frantic bacchanalian

excesses with their dreary intervals of remorse

and lassitude, which kept the other region in

perpetual anarchy, and which, constituted as we

are, musttrouble or dry up all the well-springs of

enjoyment, whether in the hearts of individuals or

in the bosom of families. We could have been at

no loss, to have divined, from the history and state

of such a world, the policy of its ruler. We

should have recognised in that peculiar economy,

by which every act, whether of virtue or vice, made

its performer still more virtuous or more vicious

than before, 'a moral remuneration o'i the one hand
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