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THE MORAL CONSTITUTION OF MAN. 15

the sense or feeling of its enormity. Conscience,
with the repeated stiflings it has undergone, may
as if on the eve of extinction, have ceased from
its exercises. This maral insensibility forms, in
truth, one main constituent in the hardihood of
crime. The conscience is cradled into a state of
stupefaction; and the criminal, now a desperado
in guilt, may prosecute his secret depravities, with
no relentings from within, and no other dread upon
his spirit, than that of discovery by his fellow-men.

6. And it is on the event of such discovery,
that we meet with the phenomenon in question.
When that guilt, to which he had himself become
so profoundly insensible, is at length beheld in the
light of other minds—it is then that the scales are
made to fall from the eyes of the offender; and he,
as if suddenly awoke from lethargy, stands aghast
before the spectacle of-his own worthlessness. It
is not the shame of detection, nor the fear of its
consequences, which forms the whole of this dis-
tress. These may aggravate the suffering; but
they do not altogether compose it—for often besides,
is there a resurrection of the moral sensibilities
within the bosom of the unhappy criminal, as if
relumed at the touch of sympathy, with the pro-
nounced judgments and feelings of other men.
When their unperverted and unwarped consciences,
because free from the delusions which encompass
his own, give forth a righteous sentence—they
enlist his conscience upon their side, which theu
reasserts its power, and again speaks to him in
a voice of thunder. When that continuous train
between the first excitement of some guilty passion,
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