
22 ADAPTATION OF EXTERNAL NATURE TO

when assured, on the experience we have of our

actual nature, that in the world we occupy, a

perfect morality would, but for certain physical
calamities, be the harbinger of a perfect enjoyment
-we regard this as an incontestable evidence for

the moral goodness of our own actual Diety.

10. And in such an argument as the present

although the main beatitudes of virtue are of a

moral and spiritual character, its subserviency to

the physical enjoyments of life ought not to be

overlooked, though, perhaps, too obvious to be

dwelt upon. The most palpable of these subser

viencies is the effect of benevolence in diffusing

abundance among the needy, and so alleviating the

ills of their destitution. This is so very patent as

not to require being expatiated on. Yet we

might notice here one important adaptation, con

nected with the exercise of this morality-realized

but in part, so long as virtue has only a partial

occupation in society; but destined, we hope, to.

receive its entire and beautiful accomplishment,

when virtue shall have become universal. It is

well known that certain collateral but very serious

mischiefs attend the exercise of a profuse and

capricious and indiscriminate charity; that it may,

in fact, augment and aggravate the indigence which

it tries to relieve, beside working a moral deterior&

tion among the humbler classes, by ministering to

the reckless improvidence of the dissipated and the

idle; anoperation alike injurious to the physical com

fort of the one party, and to the moral comfort of the

other. These effects are inevitable, so long as the

indiscriminate benevolence of the rich meets with
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