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brought to bear on that most malleable of all subjects,
the infancy of human existence, come to be better

understood, and put into busy operation over the

whole length and breadth of the land. In the

grievous defect of our national institutions, and

the wretched abandonment of a people left to

themselves, and who are permitted to live recklessly
andat randomas theylist-we see enoughto account

both for the profligacy of our crowded cities, and

for the saddemoralizationof our neglectedprovinces.

But on the other hand we feel assured, that, in an

efficient systemofwise and wellprincipled instruction,

there are capabilities within our reach for a great

and glorious revival. We might not know the reason,

why, in the moral world, so many ages of darkness

and depravity should have been permitted to pass

by_any more than we know the reason, why, in the

natural world, the trees of a forest, instead of starting
all at once into the full efflorescence and stateliness

of their manhood, have to make their slow and

laborious advancementtomaturity, cradledinstorms.,

and alternately drooping or expanding with the

vicissitudes of the seasons. But, though unable to

scan all the cycles either of the moral or natural eco

nomy, yet may we recognise such influences at work,

as when multiplied and developed to the uttermost,

are abundantly capable of regenerating the world.

One of the likeliest of these influences is the power
of education-to the perfecting of which so many
minds are earnestly directed at this moment; and for

the general acceptance of which in society, we have a

guarantee, in the strongest affections and fondest

wishes of the fathers and mothers of families.
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