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arrested, when met by an anger which throws

back the fear upon themselves, and so quiets and

composes all their violence. It is thus that a

balance is maintained, without which human society

might go into utter derangement; and without

which too, even the animal creation might lose its

stability and disappear. And there is a kind of

moral power in the anger itself, that is separate
from the animal or the physical strength which

it puts into operation; and which invests with

command, or at least provides with defensive

armour those who would otherwise be the most

helpless of our species-so that decrepid age or

feeble womanhood has by the mere rebuke of an

angry countenance made the stoutest heart to

tremble before them. It is a moral force, by which

the inequalities of muscular force are repaired;
and, while itself a firebrand and a destroyer, yet,

by the very terror of its ravages, which it diffuses

among all, were it to stalk abroad and at large
over the world-does it contribute to uphold the

pacific virtues among men.

12. When the anger of one individual in a

household is the terror of the rest, then that

individual may become the little despot of the

establishment; and thus it is that often the feeblest

of them all in muscular strength may wield a

domestic tyranny by which the stoutest is over

powered. But when the angei' of this one is

fortunately met by the spirit and resolution of

another, then, kept at bay with its own weapon,
it is neutralized into a state of innocence. it is

not necessary for the production of this e1Th
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