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deterioration to the whole structure of the moral
character and constitution; and which, when once
permitted to lord it over the habits, so often
terminates in the cruel disruption of families, and
the irretrievable ruin and disgrace of the offender.
It is not by any prospective calculation of ours,
that this natural modesty, acting as a strong pre-
cautionary check against evils which however
tremendous, we are too heedless to reflect upon,
has been established within us. It 1s directly
implanted by one, who sees the end from the
beginning ; and so forms altogether a most palpable
instance, in which we have reason to congratulate
ourselves, that the well-being of man, instead of
being abandoned to himself, has been placed so
immediately under the management of better and
higher hands.

15. There are many other special affections
in our nature—the principal of which will fall to
be noticed in succeeding chapters; and the interests
to which they are respectively subservient form a
natural ground of division, in our treatment of
them. Certain of these affections stand related
to the civil, and certain of them to the economic
well-being of society; and each of these sub-
serviencies will form the subject of a separate
argument,
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