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of the claimant, but sufficient in the general sense
of the community, for substantiating the right of
many a proprietor.

12. But there is still another primitive ingredient
which enters into this feeling of property; and we
call it primitive, because anterior to the sanctions
or the application of law. Let the child in addition
to the plea that it had been the recent occupier of
the chair in question, be able further to advance
in argument for its right—that, with its own hands,
it had just placed it beside the fire, and thereby
given additional value to the occupation of it.
This reason is both felt by the child itself, and will
be admitted by other children even of a very tender
age, as a strengthener of its claim. It exemplifies
the second great principle on which the natural
right of property rests—even that every man is
proprietor of the fruit of his own labour; and
that to whatever extent he may have impressed
additional value on any given thing by the work of
his own hands, to that extent, at least, he should
be held the owner of it.

13. This then seems the way, in which the sense
of his right to any given thing arises in the heart
of the claimant ; but something more must be said
to account for the manner in which this right is
deferred to by his companions. It accounts for
the manner, in which the possessory feeling arises
in the hearts of one and all of them, when similarly
circumstanced ; but it does not account for the
manner in which this possessory feeling, in the
heart of each, is respected by all his fellows—so
that he is suffered to remain, in the secure and
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