http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1853-Chalmers-NatTheo/README.htm

BU ATFFECTIONS WHICH CONDUCE TO THE

fostered into all their original efficacy and strength
during the continuance of a present one. Inso-
much, that if, at the end of half a century, those
outcasts of a great revolutionary hurricane, the
descendants of a confiscated noblesse, were to
rally and combine for the recovery of their ancient
domains—they ‘would be met in the encounter,
not by the force of the existing government only,
but by the outraged and resentful feelings of the
existing proprietors, whose possessory and pre-
scriptive rights, now nurtured into full and firm
establishment, would, in addition to the sense of
interest, enlist even the sense of justice upon their
side. Apart from the physical, did we but compute
the moral forces which enter into such a conflict,
it will often be found that the superiority is in
favour of the actual occupiers. Those feelings,
on the one hand, which are associated with the
recollection of a now departed ancestry and their
violated rights, are found to be inoperative and
feeble, when brought into comparison or collision
with that strength which nature has annexed to
the feelings of actual possession. Regarded as
but a contest of sentiment alone, the disposition to
recover 1s not so strong as the disposition to retain.
The recollection that these were once my parental
acres, though wrested from the hand of remote
ancestors by anarchists and marauders, would not
enlist so great or so practical a moral force on the
aggressive side of a new warfare, as the reflection
that these are now my possessed acres, which,
though left but by immediate ancestors, I have
been accustomed from infaney to call my own,
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