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feeling, both of the owners and occupiers of land all
over the country. Had the tythe, like some other
of the public burdens, been commuted Into a
pecuniary and yearly tax on the proprietors—the
possessory feeling would not have been so paintully
or so directly thwarted by it. But it 1s the con-
stant intromission of the tythe agents or proctors
with the fields, and the ipsa corpora that are within
the limits of the property—which exposes this
strong natural affection to an annoyance that is felt
to be intolerable. Dut far the best method of
adjusting the state of the law to those principles
of ownership which are anterior to law, and which
all its authority 1s unable to quench—would be a
commutation into land. Let the church property
in each parish be dissevered in this way from its
main territory ; and then, both for the lay and the
ecclesiastical domain, there would be an accordance
of the legal with the possessory right. It is because
these are in such painful dissonance, under the
existing state of things, that there is so much ex-
asperation in England, connected with the support
and maintenance of her clergy. No doubt law
canenforce herownarrangements, however arbitrary
and unnatural they might be; but it is a striking
exhibition, we have always thought, of the triumph
of the possessory over the legal, that, in the contests
between the two parties, the clergy have constantly
been losmcr ground. And, in resistance to all the
oppr obrlum which has been thrown upon them, do
we affirm, that, with a disinterestedness which is
almost heroic, they have, in deed and in practice,
forborne to the average extent of at least one half,
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