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with difficulty upholden; and many are the remon-
strances which the gifted seers of Israel held with
its people, for having brought of the lame and the
diseased as offerings. Such, in fact, is the violence
done by this system to the possessory feelings, that
a conscientious submission to its exactions, may be
regarded as a most decisive test of religious obe-
dience—such an obedience, indeed, as was but ill
maintained, even in the days of the Hebrew polity,
although it had the force of temporal sanctions,
with the miracles and manifestations of a presid-
ing deity to sustain it. Unless by the express
appointment of heaven, this yoke of Judaism,
unaccompanied as it now is by the peculiar and
preternatural enforcements of that dispensation,
ought never to have been perpetuated in the days
of Christianity. There are distinct, and, we hold,
valid reasons, for the national maintenance of an
order of men in the capacity of religious instructors
to the people. But maintenance in a way so
obnoxious to nature, is alike adverse to a sound
civil and a sound Christian policy. Both the
cause of religion and the cause of loyalty have
suffered by it. The alienation of the church’s
wealth, were a deadly blow to the best and highest
interests of England; but there are few things
which would conduce more to the strength and
peace of our nation, than a fair and right commu-
tation of it.

3. Our next veryflagrantexample of a mischievous
collision between the legal and the possessory, is
the English system of poor laws. By law each
man who can make good his plea of necessity, has
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