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114 AFFECIIONS WHICH CONDUCE TO THE

a claim for the relief of it, from the owners or
occupiers of the soil, or from the owners and
occupiers of houses; and never, till the end of
time, will all the authority, and all the enactments
of the statute-book, be able to divest them of the
feeling, that their property is invaded. Law
never can so counterwork the strong possessory
feeling, as to reconcile the proprietors of England
to this legalized enormity, or rid them of the
sensation of a perpetual violence. It is this mal-
adjustment between the voice that nature gives
forth on the right of property, and the voice that
arbitrary law gives forth upon it—it is this, which
begets something more than a painful insecurity as
to the stability of their possessions. There is
besides, a positive, and what we should call, a most
natural irritation. That strong possessory feeling,
by which each is wedded to his own domain in the
relation of its rightful proprietor; and which they
can no more help, beeause as much a part of their
original constitution, than the parental feeling by
which each is wedded to his own family in the
relation of its natural protector—this strong
possessory feeling, we say, is, under their existing
economy, subject all over England to a perpetual
and most painful annoyance. And accordingly we
do find the utmost acerbity of tone and temper,
among the upper classes of England, in reference
to their poor. We are not sure, indeed, if there
be any great difference, with many of them,
between the feeling which they have towards the
poor, and the feeling which they have towards
poachers. It is true that the law is on the side
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