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of the one, and against the other. Yet it goes

most strikingly to prove, how impossible it is for

law to carry the acquiescence of the heart, when

it contravenes the primary and urgent affections of

nature-that paupers are in any degree assimilated

to poachers in the public imagination; and that

the inroads of both upon property should be

resented, as if both alike were a sort of trespass

or invasion.

4. And it is further interesting to observe the

effect of this unnatural state of things on the

paupers themselves. Even in their deportment,

we might read an unconscious homage to the

possessory right. And whereas, it has been

argued in behalf of a poor-rate, that, so far from

degrading, it sustains an independence of spirit

among the peasantry, by turning that which would

have been a matter of beggary into a matter of

rightful and manly assertion-there is none who

has attended the meetings of a parish vestry, that

will not readily admit, the total dissimilarity which

obtains between the assertion to a right of main

tenance there, and the assertion of any other right

whatever, whether on the field of war or of

patriotism. There may be much of the insolence

of beggary; but along with this, there is a most

discernible mixture of its mean, and crouching, and

ignoble sordidness. There is no common quality

whatever between the clamorous onset of this

worthless and dissipated crew, and the generous

battle-cry pro ai'is ctfocis, in which the humblest

of our population will join-when paternal acres,

or the rights of any actually holden property are
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