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bited, than by those evils which the disturbance of

them brings upon society-as when her law in the

heart has been overborne by England's wretched

law of pauperism; and this violation of the natural

order has been followed up, in consequence, by a

tenfold increase both of poverty and crime.

14. It is interesting to pursue the outgoings of

such a system;, and to ascertain whether nature

hath vindicated her wisdom, by the evil conse

quences f a departure from her guidance on the

part of man-for if so, it will supply another proof,

or furnish us with another sight of the exquisite

adaptation which she hath established between the

moral and the physical, or between the two worlds

of mind and matter. Certain, then, of the parishes

of England have afforded a very near exemplifica

tion of the ultimate state to which one and all of

them are tending-a state which is consummated,

when the poor rates form so large a deduction from

the rents of the land, that it shall at length cease

to be an object to keep them in cultivation* It

is thus that some tracts of country are on the eve

of being actually vacated by their proprietors; and

as their place of superintendence cannot be vacated

" The following is an extract from the report of a select com
mittee on the poor law printed in 1817. "The consequences
which are likely to result from this state of things, are clearly set
forth in the petition from the parish of Wombridge in Salop, which
is fast approaching to this state. The petitioners state 'that the
annual value of lands, mines and houses in this parish, is not
sufficient to maintain the numerous and increasing poor, even if
the same were set free of rent; and that these circumstances will

inevitably compel the occupiers of lands and mines to relinqUish
them; and the poor will be without relief, or any known mode

obtaining it, unless some assistance be speedily afforded to them.
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