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objects have been seen in conjunction, or in im.

mediate succession, at any one time-then the sight

or thought; of one of them afterwards, is apt to

suggest the thought of the other also; and the

same is true of the objects of all the senses. The

same smells or sounds or tastes which have occurred

formerly, when they occur again, will often recall

the objects from which they then proceeded, the

occasions or other objects with which they were

then associated. When one meets with a fragrance

of a particular sort, it may often instantly suggest

a fragrance of the same kind experienced months

or years ago; the rose-bush from which it came;

the garden where it grew; the friend with whom

we then walked; his features, his conversation, his

relatives, his history. When two ideas have been

once in juxta-position, they are apt to present
themselves in juxta-position over again-an apti-.
tude which ever increases the oftener that the eon

junction has taken place, till, as if by an invincible

necessity, the antecedent thought is sure to bring
its usual consequent along with it; and, not only

single sequences, but lengthened trains or progres
sions of thought, may in this manner be explained.

13. And such are the great speed and facility
of these successions, that many of the intermediate

terms, though all of them undoubtedly present to

the mind, flit so quickly and evanescently, as to

pass unnoticed. This will the more certainly hap

pen, if the antecedents are of no further use than

to introduce the consequents; in which case, the

consequents remain as the sole objects of atten

tion, and the antecedents are forgotten. In the


	LinkTextBox: http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1853-Chalmers-NatTheo/README.htm


