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of science, never falters from her
immutability;

but persists, unseduced and unwearied, in the same

response to the same question; or gives forth, by

a spark, or an explosion, or an effervescence, or

some other definite phenomenon, the same result

to the same circumstances or combination of data.

The anticipations of infancy meet with their gb-.

rious verification, in all the findings of manhood;

and a truth which would seem to require Omnisci-.

ence for its grasp, as coextensive with all Nature

and all History, is deposited by the hand of God,

in the little cell of a nursling's cogitations.

18. Yet the immutability of Nature has minis..

tered to the atheism of some spirits, as impressing

on the universe a character of blind necessity,

instead of that spontaneity, which might mark

the intervention of a willing and a living God.

To refute this notion of an unintelligent fate, as

being the alone presiding Divinity, the common

appeal is to the infinity and exquisite skill of

nature's adaptations. But to attack this infidelity

in its fortress, and dislodge it thence, the more

appropriate argument would be the very, the

individual adaptation on which we have now

insisted-the immutability of Nature, in conjunction

with the universal sense and expectation, even

from earliest childhood, that all men have of it;

being itself one of the most marvellous and

strikingly beneficial of these adaptations. When

viewed aright, it leads to a wiser and sounder

conclusion than that of the fatalists. the

instinctive, the universal faith of Nature's con

stancy, we behold a promise. In the actual
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