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habit or determination of strenuous mental effort-a.,

it is only because of such an adaptation, that they
who are gifted with property are, as a class, gifted

with the means, if they would use it, of a great
intellectual superiority over the rest of the species.

There is a strong natural veneration for wealth,

and also a strong natural veneration for wisdom.

It is by the union of the two that the horrors of

revolutionary violence might for ever be averted

from the land. Did our high-born children of

affluence, for every ten among them, the mere

loungers of effeminacy and fashion, or the mere

lovers of sport and sensuality and splendour-did

they, for every ten of such, furnish but one

ena-mouredof higher gymnastics, the gymnastics of

the mind; and who accomplished himself for the

work and warfare 'of the senate, by his deep and

comprehensive views in all the proper sciences of

a statesman, the science ofgovernment, and politics,

and commerce, and economics, and history, and

human nature-by a few gigantic men among

them, thus girded for the services of patriotism, a

nation might be saved-because arrested on that

headlong descent, which, at the impulse of the

popular will, it might else have made, from one

measure of fair but treacherous promise, from one

ruinous plausibility to another. The thing most

to be dreaded, is that hasty and superficial legisla
tion into which a government may be hurried by

the successive onsets of public impatience,
and

under the impulse of a popular and prevailing cry.

Now the thing most needed, is a counteractive to

this evil, is a thoroughly intellectual parliament
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