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storm, after throwing off from it the dregs and the

degeneracy of an iron age.*

29. (6.) We shall do little more than state two

other adaptations, although more might be noticed,

and all do admit of a much fuller elucidation than

we can bestow upon them. And first, there is a

countless diversity of sciences, and correspondent to

this, a like diversity in the tastes and talents of men,

presenting, therefore, a most beneficial adaptation,

between the objects of human knowledge and the

powers of human knowledge. Even in one science

there are often many subdivisions, each requiring

a separate mental fitness, on the part of those who

might select it as their own favourite walk, which

they most love, and in which they are best qualified

to excel. In most of the physical sciences, how

distinct the business of the observation is from that

of the philosophy; and how important to their

progress, that, for each appropriate work, there

should be men of appropriate faculties or habits,

who, in the execution of their respective tasks, do

exceedingly multiply and enlarge the products of

the mind-even as the grosser products of human

industry are multiplied by the subdivision of

employment.t It is well, that, for that infinite

variety of intellectual pursuits, necessary to explore

The same effect is still more likely to ensue from the spolia
tion and secularization of ecclesiastical property.

f "There is no accounting for the difference of minds or in
clinations, which leads one man to observe with interest the

development of phenomena, another to speculate on their
causes; but were it not for this happy disagreement, it may
be doubted whether the higher sciences could ever have attained
even their present degree of perfection."-Sir John Herichet.
Discourses, p. 131.
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