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which had the arduous struggle of many long years

to undergo, it at length obtains the conclusive seal

upon it of the highest authority in the land, and a

seal by which the merits of the cause are far better

authenticated, than if the legislature were apt to

fluctuate at the sound of every new and seemly pro

posal. We have therefore no quarrel with a certain

vis inertice in a legislature. Only let it not be an

absolute fixture; and there is the hope, with perse

verance, of all that is really important or desirable

in reformation. The sluggishness that has been

ascribed to great corporations is, in the present

instance, a good and desirable property-as being

the means of separating the chaff from the wheat

of all those overtures, that pour in upon represen

tatives from every quarter of the land; and, so far

from any feeling of annoyance at the retardation

to which the best of them is subjected, it should

be most patiently and cheerfully acquiesced in, as

being in fact the process, by which it brightens into

prosperity, and at length its worth and its excellence

are fully manifested.

36. It is not the necessary effect of this peculiar

mechanism, it is but the grievous perversion of it,

when the corrupt inveteracy has withstood improve
ment so long, that ere it could be carried, the as

sailing force had to gather into the momentum of

an energy that might afterwards prove mischievous,

when the obstacle which provoked it into action had

at length been cleared away. It is then that the

vessel of the state, which might have been borne

safely and prosperously onward in the course of

ages, by a steady breeze and with a sufficiency of
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