
220 THE CAPACITIES OF THE WORLD FOR

bring out into open manifestation another per

fection of the Godhead.

10. In attempting to form our estimate of the

divine character from the existing phenomena, the

fair proceeding would be, not to found it on the

actual miseries which abound in the world, peopled

with a depraved species-but on the fitnesses

which abound in the world, to make a virtuous

species happy. We should try to figure its result

on human life, were perfect virtue to revisit earth,

and take up its abode in every family. The

question is, are we so constructed and so accom

modated, that, in the vast majority of cases we, if

morally right, should be physically happy. What,

we should ask, is the real tendency of nature's

laws-whether to minister enjoyment to the

good or the evil? It were a very strong, almost

an unequivocal testimony to the righteousness of

Him, who framed the system of things and all its

adaptations-if, while it secured a general harmony

between the virtue of mankind and their happiness

or peace, it as constantly impeded either the pro

sperity or the heart's ease of the profligate and the

lawless. Now of this we might be informed by an

actual survey of human life. We can justly

imagine the consequences upon human society

were perfect uprightness and sympathy and good

will to obtain universally; were every man to look

to his fellow with a brother's eye; were a universal

courteousness to reign in our streets and our

houses and our market-places, and this to be the

spontaneous emanation of a universal cordiality;

were each man's interest and reputation as safe in
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