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17. We cannot explain why under a God of
nfinite Power, complex means should be resorted

out his intellectual domain to an extent which he could not
occuﬁj' and traverse, with some certainty of his movements and
measurements. His sphere was very wide, expanded to one circle
‘beyond another, at each of \hich in succession he left many other
‘men behind him, arrested by their respective limits; but he was
willing to perceive, and even desirous to verify, his own ultimate
boundary ; and when he came to the line where it was signified to
him ¢ Thus far and no lurther,” he stopped, with apparently
much less of an impulse thun might have been expected in so strong
a spirit, to seek an outlet, and attempt an irruption into the dubi-
ous territory Leyond. '
¢ With a mind so constituted and governed, he was less given
than many other men of genius have been to those visionary modes
of thought; those musings exempt from all regulation; that
iropatience of aspiration to reach the vast and remote; that
.fascination of the mysterious, captivating by the very circumstance
of eluding; that fearful adventuring on the dark, the unknown,
the awful; ¢those thoughts that wander through eternity,’
. which bhave often Leen at once the luxury and the pain of imagin-
ative and highly endowed spirits, discontented with their assigned
"lot in this tencbrious world.  No doubt, in his case, piety would
.have juterfered to restrain such impatience of curiosity, or audacity
of ambitious thinking, or indignant strife against the confines of
our prescnt allotment, as would have risen to a spirit of insubor-
dination to the divine appointment. And possibly there were
_times when this interferenco was required ; but still the structure
“'of his faculties, and the manaer of employing them to which it
determined him contributed much to exempt him from that passion
to go beyond the mortal sphere which would irreligiously murmur
at the limitation. His acquiescence did not seem at least to cost
him a strong effort of repression,
¢ This distinction of his intellectual character was obviousin his
preaching. He was eminently successful on subjects of an elevated
order, which he would expand and illustrate in a manner which
sustained them to the high level of their diguity. This carried
him near some point on the border of that awful darkness which
encompasses, on all sides, our little glimmering field of knowledge ;
and then it might be seen how aware he was ol its approach, how
cautiously, or shall I say instinctively, he was held aloof, how
sure not to abandon the ground of evidence, by a hazardous
mcursion of conjecturs or imagination into the unknown. He
would indicate how near, and in what direction lay the shaded
frontier ; but dared not, did not seem even tempted, to invade
‘1ts majesty of darkneess.’”
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