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Divinity at all to ourselves. And certainly, long
after we have been familiarized to the conception
of the Divinity as a power, and even long after

this conception has been fortified within us by the

doctrines and the demonstrations of theism-still

we may be utter strangers to the habit of viewing
Him as a person. And so with the full homage of

our theoretical recognitions to the Godhead, may
we be really and practically in a state of atheism.

4. There is one obvious effect of thus ranking
Him, even though we should assign to Him the

supreme rank among the great physical powers
and principles of our universe. That which we

hold to be the right and the rational proceeding in

regard to any of these inferior powers, we shall

hold to be the right and the rational proceeding in

regard to the Deity. Take the power of gravita
tion for an example. We give the homage of our

admiration to its universality. We look abroad

with delight, and at the same time with a certain

sense of loftiness in our spirit, on the wide and

beneficent range of its influences in nature. It is

with ecstasy, but an ecstasy altogether philosophic,
that, emanating as it were from the fountain-head

of this simple but sublime principle, we behold the

goodly train of phenomena that result from it

We have given to it the name of a law; and feel

somewhat of the deference that is rendered to a

mighty jurisdiction, when we observe how it sends

forth its mandates to the very outskirts of the

universe-so that distant and innumerable worlds

lie within the sweep of its ample operation. But

while we thus behold it as if seated on a throne of
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