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independently of revelation, we are entitled to
assert. The unity, which alone, from the light of
nature, we can with confidence assert, 1s hence not
strictly exclusive, but wholly relative to that one
design, which we are capable of tracing in the

frame of the universe.
¢ "This one designing power, we are accustomed

to say, is omniscient, and, in the only sense in
which that phrase can have any meaning, when
used by creatures so ignorant as ourselves, to sig-
nify our impossibility of discovering any limits to
the wisdom which formed the magnificent design
of the world,—the phrase may be used, as expres-
sive only of admiration, that is justly due to wis-
dom so sublime. He who formed the umverse,
and adapted it, in all its parts, for those gracious
purposes, to which it is subservient, must, of
course, have known the relations which he esta-
blished ; and knowing every relation of every thing
existing, he may truly be said to be omniscient, in
his relation to every thing which exists. But it is
in this definite sense only, that the phrase has any
meaning, as used by creatures, whose knowledge is
itself so very limited. Beyond this universe, it is
presumptuous for man to venture, even in the
homage which he offers. The absolute wisdom of
the Deity, transcendent as it may be, when com-
pared, even with that noble display of it which 1s
within us, and without us, wherever we turn our
eyes, we are incapable even of conceiving; and
admiring what we know, an awful veneration of
what is unknown, is all that remains for as. Our
only meaning of the term omniscience then, does
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