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"man has too little sagacity to resolve an infinity

of questions, which he has yet sagacity enough to

make." Now this marks the degree in which

Natural Theology is sagacious-being able, from its

own resources, to construct a number of cases,

which at the same time it is not able to reduce.

These must be handed up for solution to a higher
calculus; and thus it is, that the theology of nature

and of the schools, the theology of the ethical class

though most unsatisfactory, when treated as a ter

minating science-is most important, and the germ

of developments at once precious and delightful,

when 'treated as a rudimental one. It is a science,

not so much of dicta as of desiderata; and, from

the way in which these are met by the counterpart

doctrines of the gospel, the light of a powerful and

most pleasing evidence is struck out by the compa.

rison between them. It is that species of evidence

which arises from the adaptation of a mould to its

counterpart form; for there is precisely this sort of

fitting, in the adjustment which obtains between the

questions of the natural and the responses of the

supernatural theology. For the problem which

natural theology cannot resolve, the precise diffi.

eulty which it is wholly unable to meet or to over

come, is the restoration of sinners to acceptance

and favour with a God of justice. All the re.

sources and expedients of natural theology are

incompetent for this solution-it being, in fact, the

great desideratum which it cannot satisfy. Still it

performs an important part in making us sensible of

the desideratum. It makes known to us our sin;

but it cannot make known to us salvation. Let u
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