
162 WINDS.

of twelve months. Next to this is the west wirtd, which is the

predominant wind in four out of twelve months. The north-cast

wind, dreadful to invalids, is the prevalent wind in March, and

is very frequent in April.

Supposing the winds to blow from each quarter on an average
with the same velocity* (say 20 miles an hour), particles of air

vertical over York at the commencement of an average day,
would be removed at the termination of that day about 100 miles

to E.N.E. It appears from Sir W. Harris's computationst that

at Greenwich the air is displaced on an average day about 116

miles to E.N.E.; at Devonport about 100 miles to E. by N.;
and near Portsmouth about 92 miles to a little S. of E.

Undoubtedly the most general stream of air over the British

Islands is from the west and south-west.
The effect of these winds may now be traced on the tempera

ture of the several months. In the following table the tem

perature of the several winds is given from 120 observations of
each at 8 A.M.




N. N.E. E. S.E. S. S.W. W. N.W.

January 37 30-3 340 34.5 370 405 422 336
February 370 343 330 375 35"8 40-2 422 325
March 356 37"3 380 396 363 443 473 382
April 420 460 51-5 472 490 503 49 426
May 500 505 522 523 580 551 517 513
June 570 550 580 572 605 625 607 566
July 591 600 635 622 605 627 625 607
August 635 640 630 642 643 635 621 605
September
October .

521 57"5 590
46-6 470 515

54"7
475

556
472

54"0
500

545
48-5

586
430

November 396 390 410 410 390 4.5 395 33.5
December. 341 331 355 342 382 388 375 296

Means 45"7 462 485 477 484 504 498 454

General mean 4776.

The coldest wind appears to be nearly in the line from N.N.W,
* The south-west wind is undoubtedly stronger than the average; 20

miles an hour is about the average for the whole year at Greenwich.
t British Association Reports for 1844.
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