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CHAPTER SECOND.

ACALEPHS AS A CLASS.

SECTION I.

MODE OF DETERMINING THE NATURAL LIMITS OF THE CLASS.

Arrer what has been said, in the first volume of this worlk, respecting systems
in Zotlogy, it is hardly necessary to repeat here, that mo arbitrary arrangement
of animals can ever constitute a natural classification. Were it
not s0, every naturalist might present an arrangement suited to
his individual views, and for which he would have as much
authority as any one else. The absurdity of such a view, when
clearly stated, is at once obvious. And yet most classifications
have no better foundation for their details than a vague
feeling of appropriateness in the minds of Fig. 2.
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