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faune of the temperate and arctic zomes: for enough is already known of the
geographical distribution of animals to make it certain, that the inhabitants of
tropical America, of tropical Alviea, of tropieal Asia, and of tropieal Australia, belong
to different faunwe, as well as those of the temperate zomes ol these continents,
and of the oceans bathing their shores,

Again, when paleontologists  speak of a Siluvian fauna, a Devonian fawuna, a
Carboniferous [auna, a Jurassic fauna, cte, they either prejudge questions which arve
far from being settled, or, if aware ol the difficulties involved in their nomenclature,
allow themselves to use this term still more vaguely than zoilogists do.  In the
first place, neither the Siluvian nor the Jurassic era, nor any other of the long
cras generally designated by geologists as geological [ormations, was inhabited from
its beginming to ils end by the same kinds of animals.  Taking, for instance, the
Silurian  servies, within the narvow limits of' the State of New York, or the Oolitie
series within the limits of the Jura, or the Cretaccous sevies within the limits of
central Europe, we find in each ol these seriex a succession ol diflerent species,
combined in such a manner as o form a suceession ol faunay, the natwal geo-
graphical boundaries o which may he left out of consideration in view of our
present objeet, but constituting as truly distinet faune as the animals living along
the Atlantie shores o' the southern United States constitute a different fauna from
those of the Mediterranean.  Tlere, then, we have, in course of time and within
the sme boundaries, @ succession ol faunwe, bearing to one another relations similar
to those existing hetween faune ol the present peviod within different houndavies ;
showing the impropriety of applying the name of Lunae to the organie remains
found in these different series, and of uxing it at the same time [or the zoological
provinees, as defined by zoblogists, for the animals now living.  The matter is not
improved by limiting the term faune to shorter geological periods.  No doubt the
fossils found together by Barrande in the lowest fossililerous heds off Bohemia vepre-
sent the fist [una ol that region.  But the “lhwune premicre.” il it means any
thing, must mean the oldest funa extending over an area, not yet fully defined
perhaps, including the first organisms only that lived upon carth in the geographical
arcat now called Bohiemia. It eannot at the same time mean any other combi-
nation of more or less closely allied species, living at the same period, in other
parts ol the world; unless it he at the same time shown, that, in these carvlier
ages ol the worlds history, there were no faunal diflerences among  animals.
Enough, however, is already known of these primeval inhabitants ol our globe to
leave no doubt, that, though the differences in their geographical range may not
everywhere be so striking as they are now, they nevertheless differed in difterent
parts of its surface; so that, to extend the expression ol © fiune premicre” to all
the inhabitants of the globe belonging to the geological age ol the lower Siluvian



	LinkTextBox: http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1857-Agassiz-NatHist/README.htm


