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in accordance with a fancied similavity, but by no means in consequence ol »
careful comparison.  And, i’ some of these appellations are still used by modern
zoblogists, it is hardly because they acknowledge a veal resemblance hetween  them,
but rather fo avoid useless innovations.  The time has come, however, when suely
apprehensions should no longer prevent us from a eritical comparison, and it (he
result should show essentinl differences hetween all the parts which  bear names
otherwise in use to designate charactevistic parts ol other animals, then the dread
of o lurge inerease of technical terms ought to be superseded by the hope that
the changes may be for the real advantage ol scienee.

Let us take a general survey ol the curious animal to which this chapter is
devoted.  Seen floating in the water it exhibits a Lwge civeular disk, ol a substance
not unlike jelly, thick in the centre, and suddenly thinning out  towards the edge,
which presents several indentations,  The centre of that disk is of a dark purplish-
brown color, while the edge is much lighter, almost white and tansparent. Thix
disk ix constantly heaving and [alling, at regular intervals: the margin is especially
aetive, xo much so, that, at times, it is stretehed on a level with the whole surface
of the disk, which, in such a condition, ix almoest Hat, while, at other times, it is <o
fully arched that it assumes the appenrance off a hemisphere.  These motions
recall xo strongly those of an umbrella, alternately opened and  shut, that writers,
who have desevibed similar animals, have generally ealled  this gelatinons disk  the
umbrella!  From the lower surlice of this disk lang. conspicnously, three Kinds of
appendages.  Near the margin there are cight hunches ol long tentacles, moving in
every direction, sometimes extending to an enormous length, sometimes shortened
to a mere coil of entangled threads, constantly rizing and  falling, stretehing now
in one direction and then in another, but generally spreading slantingly in a diveetion
opposite to that ol the onward movement of the animal.  These streamers may
be compared to fuating tresses of hair, enciveling oveans which ave faether inwand
upon the lower surfaice of the disk.  OF these organs, there are also cight hunches.
which alternate with the eight bunches of tentacles. hut they are of two Kinds;
four are clegant sacks, adorned, as it were, with waving rullles projecting in large
clusters, which arve alternately pressed forward and withdeawn, and might also be
compared to bunches of’ grapes, by turns inflated and collapsed.  These four hunches

' The name of umbrella, for the gelatinous disk would no longer be appropriante. T need only re-

of all Discophorous Medusi, is so chavacteristic, that
I would unhesitatingly have vemined it 1o dosiu.
nate that part o the bady of an Aealeph, were
there not many members of the class in which it
nssumes forms so entively dilferent from the flat,

Lell-shaped outline it exhibits here, that the simile

mind the reader of the globular form of Plenres
Leachin, or of the eylindrical form of Tilyia, or of
the winged Boling, or of the polygonal form ol nuny
compound  Siphonophore, and, perhaps still more,
of the elub-shaped Hydroids, and of the young Dis-

vophonv,



	LinkTextBoxLeft: http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1857-Agassiz-NatHist/README.htm


