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b4 ESSAY ON CLASSIFICATION. Parr L

four concentric rcefs are only the most distinct of that region; others, less exten.
sively investigated thus far, lie to the morthward; indeed, the whole peninsula of
Floride consists altogether of coral reefs annexed to one another in the course of
time, and containing only fragments of corals and shells, ete, identical with thoge
now living upon that coast.  Now, if a width of five miles is a fuir average for one
coral reef growing under the circumstances under which the concentric reefs of
Florida are seen now to follow one another, and this regular succession should extend
only as far north as Lake Ogeechobee, for two degrees of latitude, this would give
about two hundred thousand yecars for the period of time which was necessary for
that part of the peninsula of Florida which lies south of Luke Ogeechobee to rise
to its present southern extent above the level of the sea, and during which no
changes have taken place in the character of the animals of the Gulf of Mexico.

It is' very prejudicial to the best interests of science to confound questions that
are entirely different, merely for the sake of supporting a theory; yet this is con-
stantly done, whenever the question of the fixity of species is alluded to. A few
more words upon this point will, therefore, not he out of place here.

I will not enter into a discussion upon the question whether any species is found
identically the same in two successive formations, as 1 have already examined it at
full length elsewhere! and it may be settled finally one way or the other, without
affecting the proposition now under consideration; for it is plain, that if such identity
could be proved, it would only show more sutisfuctorily how tenacious species are in
their’ character, to continue to live through all the physical chauges which have
taken place between two successive geological periods. Agmin, such identity once
proved, would leave it still doubtful whether their representatives in two successive
epochs are descendants one of the other, as we have already strong evidence in favor
of the separate origin of the representatives of the same species in separate geo-
graphical arcas? The case of closely allied, hut different species occurring in succes
sive periods, yet limited respectively in their epochs, affords, in the course of time, &
parallel to the cast of closely allied, so-called, representative species occupying differ-
ent arens in space, which no sound naturalist would suppose now to be derived one
from the other. There is no more reason to suppose equally allied species following
one another in time to be derived one from the other; and all that has been saitl
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