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SECTION XVI.

RELATIONS BETWEEN ANIMALS AND PLANTS AND ThE SURROUNDING WORLD.

Every animal and plant stands in certain definite relations to the surrounding
world, some however, like the domestic animals and cultivated plants, being capable
of adapting themselves to various conditions more readily than others; but even

this pliability is a characteristic feature. These relations are highly important in a

systematic point of view, and deserve the most careful attention, on the part of

naturalists. Yet, the direction zoological studies have taken since comparative anat

omy and embryology began to absorb almost entirely the attention of naturalists,

has been very unfavorable to the investigation of the habits of animals, in which

their relations to one another and to the conditions under which they live, are more

especially exhibited. We have to go hack to the authors of the preceding century,'
for the most interesting accounts of the habits of animals, as among modern writers

there are few who have devoted their chief attention to this subject2 So little,

indeed, is its importance now appreciated, that the students of this branch of natural

history are hardly acknowledged as peers by their fellow investigators, the anat

omists and physiologists, or the systematic z&ilogists. And yet, without a thorough

knowledge of the habits of animals, it will never be possible to ascertain with any

degree of precision the true limits of all those species which descriptive zoUlogists
have of late admitted with so much confidence in their works. And after all, what

does it matter to science that thousands of species more or less, should be described

and entered in our systems, if we know nothing about them? A very common

defect of the works relating to the habits of animals has no doubt contributed to

detract from their value and to turn the attention in other directions: their purely
anecdotic character, or the circumstance that they are too frequently made the

occasion for narrating personal adventures. Nevertheless, the importance of this
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