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treatise embracing the most recent investigations having as yet been published; and

I must take it for granted, that before forming a definite opinion upon the corn

parsons instituted hereafter between the growth of animals, and the structural grada
tion among full-grown animals, or the order of succession of the fossils characteristic

of different geological periods, the necessary information respecting these changes has

been gathered by my readers, and sufficiently mastered to enable them to deal with

it freely.
The embryology of Polypi has been very little studied thus far; what we know

of the embryonic growth of these animals relates chiefly to the family of Actinoids.1

When the young is hatched, it has the form of a little club-shaped or pear-shaped

body, which soon assumes the appearance of the adult, from which it differs only by

having few tentacles. The mode of ramification and the multiplication by buds

have, however, been carefully and minutely studied in all the families of this class.2

Aoalephs present phenomena so peculiar, that they are discussed hereafter in a

special section. Their young' are either polyplike or resemble more immediately
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