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exemplification of the manner in which different species of animals may originate, one
from the other, and increase the number of types existing at first? And yet, with all
this apparent freedom of transformation, what do the facts finally show? That all
these transformations are the successive terms of a cycle, as definitely closed within
precise limits, as in the case of animals, the progeny of which resembles for ever
the immediate parent,”in all successive generations. For here, as everywhere in
the organic kingdoms, these variations are only the successive expressions of &
well regulated cycle, ever returning to its own type.

SECTION XXI.

SUCCESSION OF ANIMALS AND PLANTS IN GEOLOGICAL TIMES.

Geologists hardly secem to appreciate fully, the whole extent of the intricate
relations exhibited by the animals and plants whose remains are found in the
different successive geological formations. I 'do not mean to say, that the investi-
gations we possess respecting the zovlogical and botanical characters of these remains
are not remarkable for the accuracy and for the ingenuity with which they have
been traced. On the contrary, having myself thus far devoted the better part of
my life to the investigation of fossil remains, I have learned early, from the difficul-
ties inherent in the subject, better to apprecinte the wonderful skill, the high
intellectual powers, the vast erudition displayed in the investigations of Cuvier
and his successors upon the faunm and florme of past ages! But I cannot refrain
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