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SECTION VII.

GENERA OF CINOSTERNOID.E.

Our knowledge of the genera and species of this family has progressed very
slowly. For a long time only two species were known, which remained mixed
up in the genus Terrapene with other species belonging to very different genera,
until Fleming distinguished the genus Cistudo, Spix the genus Cinosternum, Bell
the genus Sternotherus, and Wagler the genus Staurotypus, among which all the
species thus far included in the genus Terrapene were at once divided, and new
ones added. But, even after this first repartition of the species into several
genera, much confusion continued to prevail in the nomenclature, as well as in
the charaoteristics, of these animals. The name Terrapene, introduced in our
gcience by Merrem, in 1820, to include all the fresh-water Turtles with a movable
sternum,' was limited, in 1825, to the Box Turtle, Cistudo, by J. E. Gray? while
Bell still united heterogeneous species under that name® About ten years later,
Canino applied the name Terrapene exclusively to the North American Emyds,
and very properly retained the name Emys*® for the European species, to which
it had been applied from the time of the first dismemberment of the old Lin-
nmean genus Testudo. The genus Cinosternum was from the beginning circum-
scribed within natural limits by Spix? and maintained within the same limits by

lmontogr., vol. 2, p. 238, pl. 26, 27, and 30,) has the
front end of the plastron widened, as in Platysternum,
while the posterior end is pointed, as in Chelydra. In
Chelydra Dechenii, 2fyr., (Palcontogr., p. 242, pl. 28,
29, 80, fig. 5 and 6,) the case is exactly reversed. Tt
i3 thus pluin, that, while at the time of their first ap-
pearance upon earth the representatives of this fam-
ily wero not constructed exactly ns they now are,
they yet foreshudowed, in the combination of their
churacters, the peculiarities that distinguish the living
gonera, two of which oceur in North America and
one in Chiun, though none ure found where the type
first originated.

1 Resides two species of Cinosternvidw, (Terra-
pene Boscii and odurat, which ave one nml the snme
specice, now culled Ozotheen vdoratn, and ‘Lermpene
penusylvanica and tricarinata, which are also identi-
cal, and Leloug to the genus Thyrosternum,) the genus

Terrapene, as limited by Merrem, (in his Testamen
Systematis Amphibiorum, Marburgi, 1820,) embraces
a genuine Sternotlerus, Terrapene nigricans, and two
Cistudos, Terrapene clausa and amboinensis.

* Genern of Reptiles, in Ann. of Phil., vol. 10,
p- 211.

3 Monograph of the Tortoises having n movable
sternum, in Zool. Journ., vol. 2, 1823, p. 299, In
this puper Bell still unites the European Emys with
the North American Cistwlo ns one genus, under the
nnme of” Terrnpene.

4 Chelon. Tab. Anal. 1836, In 1830, Wagler
bl alrendy retnined the name of Emys for the Lu-
ropean species; hut, like Bell, he still nssocinted with
it the Cistudos, which were at lust duly distinguished
by Cunino.

8 Seix, (1. B.) Species novee Testudinum ct
Rannruw, Moenachii, 1824, 4dto.
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