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xii PREFAOQE.

all those of the museum of the University of Ann Arbor, in Michigan; and, through the
kindness of Professor Poey of the University of Havann, 1 have been able to compare
the Turtles of the island of Cuba with those of the continent of North Amecrica. Prof,
Jeflries Wyman hos allowed me, with the snme liberulity, the free use of the preparations
relating to Turtles contained in the mnseum of Compnmtive Anatomy of our University.
I have nlso received valuable specinens for compurison from the museum of the Essex
Institute, in Salem.

Among private individuals who have largely contvibuted to my collection of Turtles, [
have to mention, first, Mr. Winthrop Surgent, of Nuatchez.  Nol satisfied with colleeting
extensively th¢ Turtles in the neighborhood of his residence, he undertook a journey
of many hundred miles for the specinl purpose of sccuring ull the species living in the
adjoining regions, and, having completed the survey, set out with a cargo of living Tur-
tles, and brought them sufely alive to me in Cambridge, after u journey of over u thou-
sand miles. Such devotion to the interests of scienee, on the part of a gentleman who
is not himselfl o noturalist, deserves more than a possing nofice. To him I am indebted
for the opportunity of studying severnl species, alive, which have probably never been seen
before, by uny naturalist, in u fresh  state.

It would be difficult for me to convey an adequate idea of the value of all the dillerent
contributions I have received for this part of my work.  In some inslances they consisted
perhaps of a few specimens of well-known specivs, but then they caine from regions where
their presence hud not been ascertnined before; or the specimens were so numerous as to
afford ample opportunity to determine the runge of their varintions; or there were umong
them, young ones, in u state of development not before observed.  Yet I may well say,
that, however numecrous have been the invoices of Turtles which I received fromn the difler-
ent States, not one was superfluous ; and 1 have frequently regretted that I could not ob-
tain more, for there are still several species, the eggs or the young of which I have not
been uble to get.

The butter to show to what extent these specimens were suflicient satisfnctorily to
determine the geographicnl distribution of our Turiles, 1 will enumerate them in geogmphi-
cal order. From thu British Provinces, my information wus chiefly derived from collections
-and notices sent me by Mr. M. IL Perley, of St. John, and Mr. Win. Couper, of ‘Toronlo.
In New Lngland, I have mysell collcsted largely; but I have also received valuable conlri-
butions from the late Rev. Zudock Thompson, of Burlington; from Mr. James E. Mills,
of Bangor; from the late Dr, 'W. I Buructt, of Boston; from Capt. N. Atwood, of Province-
owny fwm_ Mr. D. Henry Thorean, of Concord; from Mr. F. W. Putnam, of Sulem; from
Mr. ‘Sidoey. Brooks, of Harwich; from Mr. Sanborn Tenney, of Auburndule; nnd from Mr. J.
‘W B: Jenks, of ‘Middlcboro', Messrs. Tenucy und Jenks have repeatedly sent me the Tur-
tles"of our sicighborhood by hundreds. TFrom the Btate of. New York, I have received apgoi-
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