
320 THE INSEPARABLE TRIO.

ingly, history informs us that, in the Athenian and Laced.

monian states, a large majority were slaves, over whom their

masters exercised the power of life and death, and whom they

treated with the most inhuman rigor. Nay, since the debtor

became, ipso facto, the slave of the creditor, a large part of

those nominally free were in fact bondmen. Those, then,

who were really free, constituted, in truth, only a numerous

nobility, or aristocracy; so that the government was really an

oligarchy. The military spirit, also, controlled and moulded

every thing else; and we know how, in Sparta, it obliterated

the domestic relations, justified theft and deception, and sub

stituted an iron-hearted martial law for the tender charities of

life. If the fine arts were cultivated in the Grecian states,

yet agriculture and commerce were neglected and despised.

In Rome the state of things was no better. There you

find the same horrid system of slavery; the same right of

life and death in the hands of the father and the master over

the child and the slave, - resulting in the practice of infanti

cide, murder, and gladiatorial combats. There, too, the patri

cians were engaged in endless contests for power with the

plebeians; yet all united in submitting to the severest military

discipline, and, while professedly free themselves,-in subject-

ing all other nations to an iron yoke. In short, while you

find a small part of the people
- a numerous aristocracy

boasting of freedom, and well educated for the times, the

great mass are left ignorant and in servitude, and the whole

community is moulded by a martial code, inflexible and

bloody, which, indeed, nourished some of the sterner virtues,

but stifled the tender charities of life, and, while it guarded

with jealous care the honor and liberties of the state, kept a

large multitude in hopeless servitude at home, and with insa

tiable ambition preyed upon surrounding nations, till the world

and the Roman empire became synonymous terms.
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