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apparatus
was very strong, so as to give a full development

to the whole system, and impart great tenacity of life. The

brain was largely developed, and in proper proportion to

produce a symmetrical character. The nervous system was

full, yet free from that morbid condition which in so many

produces irritation, dejection, or unhealthy buoyancy of the

spirits and irregular action of the mind. In short, all the

essential corporeal powers were developed in harmonious

proportion. You could not say that any of the marked tem

peraments were exhibited, but there was rather a blending of

them all.

Now, just such a physical system seemed essential to the

part in life for which this lady was destined. Many, indeed,

have been distinguished as instructors of youth whose consti

tutions were frail, and whose shattered nerves thrilled and

vibrated in every exigency. But Miss Lyon had another

office besides teaching to execute, which demanded unshrink

ing nerves and great power of endurance. In building up a

new seminary, not conformed in many respects to the pre

vailing opinions, she could not but meet many things most

trying to persons of extreme sensibility, and needing an iron

constitution to breast and overcome.

We will consider, secondly, Miss Lyon's intellectual adap

tation to the work assigned her.

And it gives a just view of the character of her mind to

say that it corresponded. to that of her body; that is, there

was a full development of all the powers, with no undue pre

dominance to any one of them. It were easy to find individ.

uals more distinguished by particular characteristics, but not

easy to find one where the powers were moe harmoniously

balanced, and where, as a whole, the mi d would operate

with more energy and efficiency. She did, however, exhibit
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