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some mental characteristics, either original or acquired, more

or less peculiar. It was, for example, the great features of

a subject which her mind always seized upon first. And

when she had got a clear conception of these, she took less

interest in minute details; or, rather, her mind seemed better

adapted to master fundamental principles than to trace out

minute differences. Just as the conqueror of a country does

not think it necessary, after he has mastered all its strong

holds, to enter every habitation to see if some private door

is not barred against him, so she felt confident of victory

when she had been able to grasp and understand the princi.

pies on which a subject rested. Her mind would work like

a giant when tracing out the history of redemption with

Edwards, or the analogies of nature to religion with Butler,

or the great truths of theism with Chalmers; but it would

nod over the pages of the metaphysical quibbler, as if con

scious that it had a higher destiny. And yet this did not re

suit from an inability to descend to the details of a science,

when necessary. Else how could she have so long and so

successfully conducted in her school the manipulations of a

chemical laboratory, or have kept her eye so keenly open to

all the details of the new seminary, or even of ordinary in

struction, for so many years?

The inventive faculties were also very fully developed in

our friend. It was not the creations of fancy merely, such as

form the poet, but the power of finding means to accomplish

important ends. Nor was it invention unbalanced by judg

ment, such as leads many to attempt schemes impracticable

and quixotic. For rarely did she attempt any thing in which

she did not succeed; nor did she undertake it till her clear

judgment told her that it would succeed. Then it mattered

little who or what opposed. At first she hesitated, especially
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