
WASTE OF MIND.

WHAT more, or better, on the subject of female education,

can be said, than has been presented by the distinguished

gentlemen who have occupied this place on former anniver

sary occasions? This was my involuntary inquiry, when

invited to address this audience to-day; and it would have

decided me to decline the honor, had not another inquiry been

started: Why is it necessary that these addresses should be

confined to the subject of female education? Why should

not the speaker be allowed the same wide field in which to
"
choose his subject, as is given to those who address young

men in our cclleges, at their annual commencements? I

adopt the opinion that such ought to be the case, and shall act

accordingly on the present occasion, leaving it to my succes

sors to follow my example or not, as they shall prefer.

The subject which I propose to bring before you is, in its

nature, of melancholy interest. Nevertheless, it is not easy

to excite human sympathy deeply in respect to it, although it

unfolds a wider and darker history of human wrongs than

that accursed traffic in flesh and blood which has justly

aroused the Christian world for its extermination. Slavery

and the slave trade are, indeed, a part of my subject; yet

only a small part. For 1 shall speak of the slavery of the

in1mor1 mind... of its subjection, whether voluntary or in-
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