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for three hundred and fifty years, and to give the same means

to all the world for eleven years. In 1835, the national debt

of Great Britain, incurred for war purposes, amounted to

three thousand eight hundred and ninety millions of dollars.

The interest on this is one hundred and forty-two millions,

and would furnish her inhabitants with the means of educa

tion for ten years; that is, she pays a yearly interest that

would do this. The daily expenses of a man-of-war, when

in service, are about fifteen hundred dollars, or more than

half a million for a year. Nineteen such ships would of

course cost as much as to educate all the children and yputh

in the United States. Ten such ships, to say nothing of the

sum requisite for their construction, would require a pecuniary

outlay as great as. the income of all the benevolent societies

in Great Britain and the United States, which in 1840 was

" five million one hundred and thirteen thousand four hundred

and twenty-two dollars.

The average expense of the Florida war, carried on with

only a few hundred Indians in the swamps of that country,

has been from two to five millions, from 1836 to 1840- a

sum nearly equal to that collected, with vast labor, as the

fruit of Christian benevolence, among the forty millions of

Great Britain and the United States.

But the expenses of war are not confined to the period

.during which the war lasts; for it is the common maxim of

rulers, in time of peace to prepare for war. The sum paid

for this purpose by the United States from 1791 to 1832, a

period of forty-one years, was seven hundred and seventy

seven millions, or nineteen millions annually. This was

twelve times more than all the other expenses of the govern

ment during the same period, and would give instruction to

all the children of the United States for twice that number of
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