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BEARING OF FINAL CAUSES

idea conveyed to the mind, of some universal and unlimited
danger. We may flce from the crater of a volcano in active
cruption, or from the dwelling whose destruction is threat-
encd by the approach of the lava stream; but in an earth-
quake, direct our flight whithersoever we will, we still feel
as if we trod upon the very focus of destruction.” Not less
striking is the testimony of Dr. Tschudi, in his « Travels in
Peru,” regarding this singular effect of carthquakes on the
human mind. ¢« No familiarity with the phenomenon can,”
he remarks, ¢ blunt the feeling. The inhabitant of Lima, who
from childhood has frequently witnessed these convulsions
of nature, is roused from his sleep by the shock, and rushes
from his apartment with the cry of ‘Misericordia!’ The
foreigner from the north of Europe, who knows nothing of
earthquakes but by description, waits with impatience to feel
the movements of the earth, and longs to hear with his own
ear the subterranean sounds, which he has hitherto con-
sidered fabulous. With levity he treats the apprehen-
sion of a coming convulsion, and laughs at the fears of the
natives ; but as soon as his wish is gratified, he is terror-
stricken, and is involuntarily prompted to seek safety in
fiight.”

Now, a partially consolidated planet, tempested by fre-
quent earthquakes of such terrible potency, that those of the
historic ages would be but mere ripples of the earth’s sur-
face in comparison, could be no proper home for a creature
so constituted. The fish or reptile, — animals of a limited
range of instinct, exceedingly tenacious of life in most of their
varieties. oviparous, prolific, and whose young immediately
on their :scape from the egg can provide for themselves,
might cnjoy existence in such circumstances, to the full ex-
went of their narrow capacities ; and when sudden death fell
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