
TO THE READER. v

may be regarded as a sort of educational treatise,

thrown into the narrative form, and addressed more

especially to working men. They will find that a

considerable portion of the scenes and incidents which

it records, read their lesson, whether of encouragement

or warning, or throw their occasional lights on pecu.

tiarities of character or curious natural phenomena, to

which their attention might be not unprofitably direct

ed. Should it be found to possess an interest to any

other class, it will be an interest chiefly derivable from

the glimpses which it furnishes of the inner life of the

Scottish people, and its bearing on what has been

somewhat clumsily termed "the condition-of-the-coun

try question." My sketches will, I trust, be recognized

as true to fact and nature. And as I have never pe

rused the autobiography of a working man of the more

observant type, without being indebted to it for new

facts and ideas respecting the circumstances aud char

acter of some portion of the people with which I had

been less perfectly acquainted. before, I can hope that,

regarded simply as the memoir of a protracted journey

through districts of society not yet very sedulously ex

plored, and scenes which few readers have had an op

portunity of observing for themselves, my story may

be found to possess some of the interest which attaches

to the narratives of travellers who see what is not

often seen, and know, in consequence, what is not

generally known. In a work cast into the

autobio-graphicform, the writer has always much to apologize
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