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inexhaustible of sediment, which, seems h.we been tr~n~110rtCd 
over ftll~ITlal plilins so far from the higher gro~~ntla k t  nil courser par ti- 
& nnd gravel were left beliind. Such plicnomeua imply llie cIi*ainngo 
and dcmulfition of a continent or Inrgo island, having within it 0110 or 
more ranges of mountains. The pmI;~\ intwmiliili on of I i ~ c k i s l i - ~  sit~r 
beds ftt certain points is equally consistentwith tho theory of a deltfi, tho 
lower parts of which firo always exposed to bo overflowed by tbc sea oven 
where no oscillations of level are cxpcricnccil. 

The purity of the coal itself, or the nbsonco in i t  of earthy particles 
and sand, throughout areas of vast extent, is a fact which appears very 
difficult to explain when we attribute cadi coal-seam to a vegetation 
growing in swamps. It has been nskcd how, during river inundations, 
cnpnble of sweeping away tlie lemes of ferns and the stems and foots of 
Sigitlarice and other trees, could, the waters fail to transport some fine 
nuil into the swamps ? Ono generation after another of (all trees grew 
with their roots in mud, and their leaves and prostrate trunks formed 


	LinkTextBox: http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1859-Lyell-Elements/README.htm


