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very different would have been the character of the works of
art which we should now be endeavouring to interpret,—those
relics which we are now disinterring from the old gravel-pits
of St. Acheul, or from the Liége caves. In them, or in the
upraised bed of the Mediterranean, on the south coast of
Sardinia, instead of the rudest pottery or flint tools, so ir-
regular in form as to cause the unpractised eye to doubt
whether they afford unmistakable evidence of design, we
should now be finding sculptured forms, surpassing in beauty
the master-pieces of Phidias or Praxiteles; lines of buried
railways or electric telegraphs, from which the best engineers
of our day might gain invaluable hints ; astronomical instru-
ments and microscopes of more advanced construction than
any known in Europe, and other indications of perfection in
the arts and sciences, such as the nineteenth century has not
yet witnessed. Still farther would the triumphs of inventive
genius be found to have been carried, when the later deposits,
now assigned to the ages of bronze and iron, were formed.
Vainly should we be straining our imaginations to guess
the possible uses and meaning of such relics—machines, per-
haps, for navigating the air or exploring the depths of the
ocean, or for calculating arithmetical problems, beyond the
wants or even the conception of living mathematicians.

The opinion entertained generally by the classical writers
of Greece and Rome, that Man in the first stage of his ex-
istence was but just removed from the brutes, is faithfully
expressed by Horace in his celebrated lines, which begin—

Quum prorepserunt primis animalia terris. — Sat., lib. 1. 3, 99.

The picture of transmutation given in these verses, however
severe and contemptuous the strictures lavishly bestowed on
it by Christian commentators, accords singularly with the
train of thought which the modern doctrine of progressive
development has encouraged.



	LinkTextBox: http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1863-Lyell-AntiquityMan/README.htm


