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PREFACE. -

older or primitive gneiss, on which a Cambrian conglomer-
ate, and over that again a band containing the Silurian fos-
sils, rest ; while a younger gneiss occupies a portion of the
central nucleus, having the Old Red Sandstone series on
the eastern side. A change has likewise been made in the
internal arrangements of the Old Red, of which the next
edition of my husband’s work on the subject will be the
proper place to speak in detail. In the meantime, I may
just mention, that the Caithness and Cromarty beds have
been found to occupy, not the lowest, but the central place,
the lowest being assigned to the Forfarshire beds, containing
Cephalaspis, associated with Pteraspis, an organism charac-
teristically Silurian. That which bears most upon the subject
before us is the now perfectly ascertained imprint of the
footsteps of large reptiles in the Elgin or uppermost forma-
tion of the Old Red. A shade of doubt had rested upon
the discovery made many years ago by Mr. Patrick Duff of
the Zlerpeton Elginense, not as to the real nature of the
fossil, which is indisputably a small lizard, but as to whether
the stratum in which it was found belonged to the Old Red,
or to the formation immediately above it. It will be
observed, however, that the existence of reptiles in the Old
Red did not rest altogether upon this, because the foot-
prints of large animals of the same class had been ascer-
tained in the United States of America. I cannot but
conceive, therefore, that Mr. Duff, in a recent letter or
paper read in Elgin, and published in the £/gin and Moray-
shire Courier, makes too much of the recent discoveries in
his neighbourhood, when he asserts that the Old Red Sand-
stone has been hitherto considered exclusively a fs%Z forma-
tion, and that the appearance of reptiles is altogether novel.
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