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stone to have been a shoreless ocean without a tree !

utterly ignoring the fact that he was himself the discoverer

of the first Old Red fossil-wood of a coniferous character,

and that he thence expressly infers the then existence ofvege

tation of a high order. Is it not enough to add to the store

of knowledge without attempting to undermine all that has

gone before? Must the discovery of an additional reptile,

a few additional marsupials, be the signal for the immediate

outcry, 'All is changed; the former things have passed

away; all things have become new'? My husband was

solicitous even to the point of nervous anxiety to exclude

from his writings every particle of error, whether of facts or

of the conclusions to be drawn from them. Much rather

would he never have written at all than feel himself in any

degree a false teacher. 'Truth first, come what may after

wards,' was his invariable motto. In the same spirit, God

enabling me, I have been desirous to carry on the publica

tion of his posthumous writings. God forbid that one

intrusted with such sacred guardianship should seek to

pervert or suppress a single truth, actual or presumptive,
even though its evidence were to overthrow in a single hour

all his much-loved speculations,-all his reasonings, so long

cogitated, so conscientiously wrought out. Yet I must

confess that I was at first startled and alarmed by rumours

of changes and discoveries which, I was told, were to over

turn at once the science of Geology as hitherto received,

and all the evidences which had been drawn from it in

favour of revealed religion. Though well persuaded that at

all times, and by the most unexpected methods, the Most

High is able to assert Himself, the proneness of man to

make use of every unoccupied position in order to maintain
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