
OF PL.Al\"TS. 5 

that he " spake of trees, from tbe cedar tree that is in Leba
non, even unto the hyssop that springeth 011t of the wall ; 
and also of beasts, and of fowl, and of creeping things, and 
of fishes.'' Solomon was a zoologist and botanist; a:nd there 
is palpable classification in the m~nner in wl1ich his studies 
are described. It is a law of the human mind, as bas been 
already said, that wherever a large stock of facts are acquired, 
tl1e classifying principle steps in to arrange them. "Even 
the rudest wanderer in the :fields,'' says Dr Bro,vn, "fincl~ 

tl1at tl1e profusion of blossoms around him-in the grea~er 
number of which he is able himself to discover many strik
ing resemblances-may be reduced to some order of arrange
ment.'' But for many centuries this arranging faculty la
bout·ed to b11t little purpose. As specimens of the strange 
classificatio11 that contin11ed to obtain down till comparative
ly moclern times, let us select that of two works, which, from 
the literary celebrity of their authors, still possess a classical 
standing in letters,-Cowley's "Treatise on Plants," and 
Goldsmith's "History of the Eartl1 and Animated Nature." 
The plants we find arranged by the poet on the simple but 
very inadequate llrinciple of size and show. Herbs are 
})laced :first, as lowest nnd least conspicuous in the scale ; 
then :Bowers ; and finally trees. .Among the herbs, at least 
two of the ferns-tl1e true maidenhair and the spleenwort
are assigned places among I)lants of sucl1 high standing as 
sc.tge, mi11t, and rosemary ; among the flo,vers, monocotyle
dons, sucl1 W) the iris, the tulip, and the lily, appear among 
dicotyledons, st.tcll as the rose, the violet, the sunflower, and 
the atu~icula ; and among trees we find the palms placed be
tween the plum and the olive ; and the yew, tl1e fir, and the 
juniper, flnnke(l on the one side by the box and the holly, 
and on the otl1er by the oak. Sucl1, in treating of pla11ts, 
was the classification aclO})ted by one of the most learned of 
English poets in the year 1657. 
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