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tiles of the carboniferous era, though only a few twel ~ emonths 
ago we little suspected the -fact, seem to have been not very 
rare in our own neighbot1rhood. My attention was called 
some time since by Mr Henry Cadell,-a1;1 intelligent prac
tical geologist,-to certain a})pearances in one of the Duke 
of Buccleuch's coal pits near Dalkeith, whicl1 he regarded as 
the tracks of air-breathing quadrupeds ; and, after examin
ing a specimen, containing fot1r foot-p1ints, which he had 
brought above ground, and which not a little excited my cu
liosity, we visited the pit together. And there, in a side · 
working abottt half a mile from the pit-mouth, and about four 
hundred feet ttnder the surface, I found the roof of the coal, 
which rose at a l1igh angle, traversed by so many foot-tracks, 
upwards, downwat'ds, and athwart, that it cost me some little 
care to trace the individual lines. At least one of the num
ber, however,-consisting of eleven foot-prints of the right, 
and as many of the left foot,-! was able to trace from side 
to side of the 'vorking, a distance of four yards ; and several 
of the others for shorter spaces. The prints, which 'vere re
verses or casts in a very coarse sandstone, were about thir
teen inches apart across the creature's chest, and rather more 
than a foot apart from its fore to its hinder limbs. They 
were alternately larger and smaller,-the smaller (those of 
the fore feet) measuring about four inches in length, and the 
larger (those of the hinder feet) about six inches. The num· 
ber of toes seemed to be alternately four and :five; but from 
the circumstance that the original matrix on which the tracks 
had been impressed,-a micaceous clay resolved into a loose 
fissile sandstone,-had fallen away in the wo1'king of the pit, 
leaving but the boldly-relieved though ill-defined casts on the 
coarse sandstone, I could not definitely determine the point. 
Enough, however, remained to show that at that spot,
litt~e more than a mile from where thd Duke of Buccleuch's 
palace now stands,-large reptiles had congregated in consi-
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