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that the second period of the geologist was peculiarly and 
characteristically a period of whale-like reptiles of the sea, 
of enormous creeping reptiles of the land, and of numerous 
birds, some of them of gigantic size ; and, in meet accordance 
with the fact, we :find that the second Mosaic period with 
which tl1e geologist is called on to deal was a period in which 
God created the fowl that :flieth above the earth, with moving 
[or cree1)ing] creatu1·es, both in the waters and on the land, 
and what our translation renders great whales, b11t which I :find 
rendered in the margin, great sea-monsters. 

The Tertiary period had also its prominent class of exist
ences. Its fiol'·a seems to have been no more conspicuous 
tl1an that of the present time ; its reptiles occ1tpy a very sub
ordinate place; but its beasts of the field were by far the most 
·wonderfully developed, both in size and numbers, that ever 
appeared upon earth. Its mammoths and its mastodons, its 
rhinoceri and its hippopotami, its enormous dinotherium and 
colossal megatherium, greatly more than equallecl in bulk the 
hugest mammals of the present time, and vastly exceeded them 
in number. The remains of one of its elephants ( Elepltas 
p'rimigenius) are still so abundant amid the frozen wastes of 
Siberia, that what have been not inappropriately termed 
"ivory quanies'' have been wrought among their bones for 
more than a hundred years. Even in our own country, of 
which, as I have already shown, this elephant was for long 
ages a native, so abundant are the skeletons and tusks, that 
there is scarcely a local museum in the kingdom that has not 
its specimens, dug out of the Pleistocene deposits of the neigh
bOUI"hood. And with this ancient elephant there were meetly 
associated in Britain, as on the northern continents generally 
all around the globe, many other mammals of corresponding 
magnitude. " Grand indeed," says an English naturalist, 
" was the fauna of the British islands in those early days. 
Tigers as large again as the biggest Asiatic species lurked in 


	LinkTextBoxLeft: http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1870-Miller-Testimony/README.htm


